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Saudi Arabia Bird Report 1998001

INTRODUCTION:

For three years, 1998001, | lived with my family iRiyadh, Saudi Arabia. | was employed as a Research
Associate at the Research Centre of the King Faisal Specialist Hospital. After a lengthy recruiting process, we
eventually arrived in the Kingdom on 19 September 1998. Our first home was the Al Nakh@elu@drim N

Riyadh. After nine months we moved to a brand new flat in the Diplomatic Quarter in W Riyadh, at the edge of
Wadi Hanifah. This is where all the embassies are located and naturally very well guarded. Most of my spare
time, | watched birds. Firdty foot in the Al Nakheel district. When | got my car | slowly started to explore the
vicinity for good birding sites. | did not have much up to date information but tried to find the sites that | had
heard of, with mixed success. Most of the time wasrgpe Al Hair, Mansouriyah and Thumamah.

Travelling within Saudi Arabia is cheap and problem free as long as you havgaoarand a Travel Letter,

issued by your sponsor. In February 1999, | did my first trip to the Eastern Province, followed by &ifamwil

Jubail and Dammam in April. Later that year, in December, we made a round trip Raiaddeddahlizan
AbhaTaitRiyadh. The new millennium we awaited, camping at the Farasan Islands in SW. The third trip to
Eastern Province | did in October 20@vhen | visited Hofuf and Al Khobar. During 2001 | travelled to Abha in
April, Eastern Province in May and SW Province in July together with Kurt Johansson, a Swedish birder | met in
Riyadh, which was a nice surprise, given the fact that during my yleaes of birdwatching | had met perhaps

5 other birders. Shortly before I left Saudi Arabia | wanted to visit Abha in the Asir Mountains again and went
there in August.

The day of departure, Exit Only, was 19 September, completing a three year expehantwill cherish for
the rest of my life.
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Locations of some of the sites mentioned in the text:

Central Province (CRiyadh, Riyadh Watercourse, Diplomatic Quarter, Wadi Hanifah, llb Dam, Thumamabh,
Rawdhat Khuraym, Mansouriyah, Al Hair, Al-Bafione Dairy Farm.

The Riyadh Watercoursgr Riyadh River) is the treated waste water running south in Wadi Hanifa from
Riyadh Some areas are flourishing with permanent pools. Naturally this attracts many birds and the
watercourse is consequently one of the best birdwatching sites in the Riyadh region, especially in the
Mansouriyah and Al Hair areas.

Thumamah(25.15394N, 46.64%B6E) is an estate some 80 km NW of Riyadh. The area is fenced and, during
my stay, closed to general public. The King Khalid Wildlife Research Centre, located within the estate, kindly
granted me permits for birdwatching. The birds of Thumamah have bedgedto surveys in 19885 and

again in 19891994, and have proved to be an important area for migrating passerines. | found that the estate
is still valuable for passerines, but due to the increased development of farms in the Central Province, the
occurence of many species is not as concentrated to Thumamah as it was before. All in all | made 56 visits to
Thumamah. The latest news regarding Thumamah is that it became an amusement park of some kind in 2003
and is now open to public.

Al SafiDanone DairyFarm(24.1894N, 47.43767E} situated approximately 100 km SERiyadh or c. 15 km

E of Al Kharjlt covers an area of 35 Krand is one of the largest dairy farms in the world. | was able to get
permission to visit the farm on several occasions. The farm provided excellent bird watching all year around
and | could easily spend a whole day, driving around this huge farm. Tlsralso a very good restaurant

where | could have lunch. At the farm there are several central pivot irrigated fields, where various fodder
crops are grown and a number of manmade ponds. Many birds make a stop here on their migration or spend
the entire winter. Unfortunately, due to the alarming outbreak of Fetd Mouth Disease in Europe, | was not
granted permission to visit the farm after 25 January 2001.

Eastern Province (EHofuf, Al Khobar, Half Moon Bay, Dahran, Dammam, Al Jubail, Ras Tanura.

Hofufis the main town in the Al Hasa oasis on route from Riyadh to Dammam. The area is dotted with date
palm and fruit farms. The irrigation surplus is led into the dessert creating reed marshes. | followed one of
these canals towards N and NE and ended up@&mmarsh that | refer to as Hofuf marshes in the checklist. |
have realised later that the best wetlands for birds is probably located to the SE of the town.

Western Province (W)Jeddah andaif.

Southwestern Province (SWilizan (Gizan), Farasan Islgnillalaki Dam, Wadi Juwa, Sabiya, Bani Malik area,
Abu Arish, Ad Darb, Abha, Raydah escarpment, Baha.

Abhain the Asir Mountains is one of my favourite places on earth. All the endemics can be seen at the Raydah
Escarpment and with paved roads all the way to the top, at 2800 m altitude, its easy to get there. Abha is a
very popular resort for Saudi citizenstire summer months when the temperature is more moderate here.

The backwater®f Malaki Dam(17.04728,42.978864) are a real magneti birds. Wintering ducks, herons,
storks and shordirds can be found in large numbers. With the cultivated landscape and the wadies
surrounding the dam, it is undoubtedly one of the best birding sites in the Kingdom.

Bani Malik area(17.35027N, 43.165%9is the name | have given an area that | found together with Kurt
Johansson, when we drove up the hills E of Sabya. After leaving a small village, Bani Malik, the road descends
into a valley. From here and onwards, up to 1800 m altitude, we experienced fantastic birding.



About the records:

The first table, presented for all species, shows the number of observations made for each province visited.
These observations may comprise several individuals in one area, during a whole day, but still considered as
only onerecord. Due to the importancEhumamah has shown for migrants in the past, | want to show the
records specifically for this site as well. Thus, the total numbers for Central Province include the Thumamah
records.

A C 3 X

A= Abundant or C= Common, are usedmmre common species in some areas. X= Recorded but not counted.

The occurrence tables indicate the monthly frequency of records and total numbers of individuals for species
that | observed at least five times, in ti@entral Province19982001.

Month Total

Records H
Individuals H

The hottest months, MayAugust, are clearly undeepresented in my report. Because of the often
unbelievable high temperatures birdwatching was limited. My annual leave was also often taken during July
August.
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Systematic List of Species 1992801

1. Common ShelduckTadorna tadorngScarce winter visitor, more regular in $W

Two S Qunfidah 27 December 1999, 3 Al Birk 28 December 1999, 25+ at Malaki Dam backwaters 29 December
1999. 1 adult Al Safi Dairy Farm on 2 March 2000 and 1 juvenile at the farm on 6 July 2000.

2. Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginedScarce migranccasional breeder in Eastern Provipce

Twoindividuals seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 10 October 200 was the only observation.

3. Eurasian Wigeonr Anaspenelope(Regular winter visitor

10 1 1
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 3 3 2 10
44 59 12 50 165
Recorded 7 Decembe6 March. Flocks of 380+ seen regularly in the Al Hair area.
4. Gadwall- Anas strepergRegular winter visitgr
19
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
5 4 5 1 4 19
91 32 71 2 67 263

Recorded 26 Novemb&6 March. All records but one from Al Hair; 20+ Al Safi Dairy Farm on 25 January 2001

5. EurasianTeal- Anas crecc#@Regular winter visitgr

20 3 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 4 1 1 2 4 5 20
31 51 50 1 40 39 115 327

Recorded 28 Septemb&rMarch.Flocks of 5&/5 were seen at Al Hair Dam 25 December 1998, Malaki Dam
(SW) 29 December 1999 and at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 2 March 2000.



6. Mallard - Anas platyrhynchog&ommon resident and winter visitor in the Central Provjnce

C 2

No detailed counts were made for this species. Two Thumamah records; 1 male 18 November 1999 and 3 on 8
February 2001.

7. Northern Pintail- Anas acutaRegular winter visitgr

7 1 1
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 2 2 1 7
50 16 10 1 77

The largest flock was 35 at Al Hair 21 January 1999. One male was seen at Thumamah 8 February 2001. A
distant, migrating flock of 25 at Thumamah 3 February 2000 was most likely this species. Observed between 31
December and 18 March.

8. Garganey Anas queguedula(Regular passage migrant

| found it to be surprisingly scarce. A pair at Al Hair 8 April 1999, 2 females/juveniles at Wadi Hanifah 16
September 1999 and 1 eclipse male SE Al Birk 22 July 2001, were the only decimigishe period.

9. Northern Shoveler Anas clypeatdRegular winter visitor and occasional breeder in Eastern Province

16 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 2 5 1 1 4 16
25 15 66 2 20 27 155

Recorded 19 Octobe8 April. The largest congregations were 50+ Malaki Dam backwaters 29 December 1999
and 40 at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 2 March 2000.

10.Common Pochard Aythya feina (Irregular winter visitoy

30+ in the backwaters of Malaki Dam 29 December 1999, was the only record.



11.Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyrocgRegular winter visitor and a newly established breeder S of Riyadh

15 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 15
8 9 6 3 3 12 1 1 43

Highest count was 11 Al Hair 21 September 1999. In SW, 4 were seen at Malaki Dam 29 December 1999.

12. Tufted Duck- Aythya fuligula(Scarce winter visitgr

75+ Malaki Dam 29 December 1999, 2 Abha 2 January 2000, 1 juvenile in a cooling tank at Thumamah 16
November 2000, 5 Al Hair 7 December 2000 and 3 Abha 12 April 2001.

13.Philby's Partridge Alectoris philby{Endemic resident. Locatpmmon athigher rocky altitudes in SW

All observation made in the Raydah Escarpment vicinity, above 2000 m. One seen and later one heard, 2
January 2000. Five seen and singles heard,5lApril 2001. 12 in one flock, 30 August 2@0# sngles heard
calling, 31 August 2001.

14. Arabian Partridge Alectoris melanocephal@ndemic resident. Common in suitable habitat in)SW

A party of seven were seen in the valley E of Raydah Escarpment, 2 Januai®r&86en and at least one
more calling, Bani Malik area, 24 July 2001. Three seen, in the lower parts of Raydah Escarpment, 31 August
2001

15. Sand Partridge Ammoperdix heyiwidespread resident in C and $W

17 11 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
4 3 3 3 1 1 2 17
12 8 7 8 1 5 12 53

Besides Thumamah, | encountered this species at the Al Hair Dam and Wadi Howtah. The SW record was of
one individual crossing the road on the way td3&k. Although numerous and widespread, it is not that easy
to see.



16.Common Quait Coturnix coturniXLocally common resident and passage migrant

8 3 1
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
6 1 1 8
12 1 1 14

Heard calling in MarchApril. Four were flushed in the big central pivot, Thumamah, on 8 March 2001. One
winter record from Thumamah on 8 December 2000. In SW one individual was seen E of Al Darb on 13 April

2001.

17.Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagrigLocal in southwejt

Probably only common in Wadi Juwa, where they are more or less protected by the locals, which is a rare
event in Saudi Arabia! At least 40 were seen duricguple of morninghours on 20 July 2001. Earlier, the

same morning, a small group were seen just outside Jizan. Close to Sahar Al Azem, in a valley W of Abha, |
found four individuals, of unknown origin on 30 August 2001. They appeared to be wild, bjomohg me to

approach them, but it can not be ruled out that they were of captive origin.

18.Little Grebe- Tachybaptus ruficolligommon resident and winter visitor

36 3 1 5

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
5 1 7 5 3 1 1 3 1 3 6 36
34 5 29 28 51 10 5 24 5 3 42 236

Flocks of more than 30 recorded. Juveniles were seen in March and May.

19.Great Crested GrebePodiceps cristatucarce winter visitgr

Four in Al Khobanear the causeway to Bahrain 13 October 2000, was the only record

20.Blacknecked Grebe Podiceps nigricolli®egular winter visitgr

Only one record from Central Province; one at Al Hair 19 November E8&®. Eastern Province; one at Al
Ugair 12 October 2000, 34 at Half Moon Bay 13 October 2000 and four at Al Khobar 13 October 2000.



21.Brown Booby- Sula leucogastgrommon resident in S\

1 C

20+ Al Birk 28 December 1999. Numerous seen from the ferry between Jizan and the Farasan Island, 31
December and 1 January 2000. One seen off Jeddah 23 March 2001.

22.Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carb@ommon winter visitoto the Gulf region, scarda the Central Provinge

8 5 i 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 2 1 1 1 1 8
8 1 3 1 1 1 1 16

Eight birds seen together at Al Hair 13 January 2000, was the highest count in the Bentirade. A late
record was of a wintering immature bird, which was last seen on 8 July 1999 in the western outskirts of Riyadh.
In May 2001, 8 individuals were seen in Dammam.

23.Socotra Cormorant Phalacrocorax nigrogular{Sommon resident on islands the Gulf regioh

4

Two immatures at Jubail 4 April 1999, 5 adult + 2 juveniles at Half Moon Bay, Al Khobar 13 October 2000, 55 in
small flocks Al KhobaDammam 1611 May 2001. A distant, large flock of several thousamnorants, seen
early morning off Jubail in April 1999, was almost certain this species.

24.Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufesceii@ommon resident in S\

C

Common at the coasTwo inland observations were made; 2 MalBiim 29 December 1999 and 2 were seen
along the road to Bani Malik, sitting on pylons 23 July 2001. One of them was probably electrocuted and fell dead
to the ground, with a loud bang.

25. Little Bittern - Ixobrychus minutugscarce breeder and a regutaigrant and winter visitgr

19 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 2 2 4 3 2 1 3 19
1 1 2 5 6 10 5 1 11 42

A gathering of eight birds were found roosting at Thumamah on 7 September 2000.



26.Blackcrowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticoragCommon migrant and now a regular breeder in the Riyadh)area

25 1 3

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 2 1 4 1 2 2 2 5 3 25
1 1 16 4 14 2 7 9 4 24 7 89

A severely oiled bird spent a couple of months at a small pond in the Al Nakheel district in Riyadh. It was seen
between 6 November 1998 and 19 February 1999. The highest counts were a flock of 15 at Al Hair 19
November 1998 and 12 in the saraeea 16 March 2001.

27. Striated Heron- Butorides striataCommon resident on the coasts of the Red)Sea

Two Jeddah 22 March 2001, two Jizan 18 July 2001 and 30+ at Al Birk 22 July 2001.

28.WesternCattle Egret Bubulcusbis (Common migrant and winter visitor, might breed occasior@tij Riyadh

26 8 2 8

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
4 4 4 1 1 1 5 3 1 2 26

272 35 385 315 1 28 124 45 16 11 1232

Large congregationsere seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm, in the year 2000. 350 were counted 2 March, 315 on 6
April and 28 were still remaining 6 July. Another summer record was one at Thumamah, 18 June 1999. The
highest count in the Al Hair area was 157 on 28 January 199%&2ndéiar observation was when hundreds
were trying to perch on telephonwires at dusk, during a sandstorm, S Jizan in SW, 18 July 2001.

29. Squacco HeronArdeola ralloidegCommon migrant and most likely a breeder south of Riyadh, a few overyinter

33 4 1 4

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 3 6 2 7 1 2 2 5 1 2 33
2 5 13 2 8 2 11 12 12 4 2 73

Ten at a dam W of Diplomatic Quarter, Riyadh, 27 August 1999 and 5 adults + 1 juvenile at Al Safi Dairy Farm 6
July 2000 are worth mentioning.

30.Western Reef Heron Egretta gularigCommon, mostly resident coastal breejler

5 2 C

Numerous in the E and SW Provinces. Only three individuals seen in Western Province, inQleddah.
recorded inland at Malaki Dam 29 December 1999.



31.Little Egret- Egretta garzettaCommon migrant and winter visitpr

41 3 1 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
8 5 4 2 1 1 1 5 4 4 6 41
58 21 35 7 2 3 2 88 30 15 13 274

The highest count of wintering birds was 34, seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 25 January 2001. During spring
migration, 25 were counted at Al Hair 16 March 2001 and the highest number in autumn was 50+ recorded in

Wadi Hanifah, W Riyadif September 1999.

32.Great Egret Ardea alba(Rare migrant and winter visitpr

11 2 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 2 3 1 2 1 11
2 2 3 1 2 1 11

Seen every winter during theeriod. Probably few birds involved. The first one spent the winter at Al Hair
between 19 November 1998 and 14 March 1999. The following winter, Al Hair hosted a bird, during 26
November 1999 to 17 March 2000. Later in spring, another bird was seenafi B8y Farm, 2 March to 6

April 2000, at least. During the winter of 2001, 2 more observations were made; 1 Al Hair 18 January and
possibly 2 in the same area 23 February. Other records were 1 Al Jubail 25 February 1999 and probably the

same bird on 4 @il 1999. Finally one at Malaki Dam 29 December 1999.

33.Grey Heron Ardea cineregCommon migrant and winter visitor, with a few remaining over summer

56 8 2 1 3

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
8 6 4 3 2 1 2 6 6 10 8 56
80 25 76 8 3 1 6 20 58 24 56 357

The largest congregation was 50+ at Al Safi Dairy Farm 2 March 2000.

34.Purple Heron Ardea purpuregCommon migrant and winter visitor, also a probable breeder in the Al Haiy area

46 2 4

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec otal
7 6 6 2 1 2 1 2 5 1 6 7 46
21 7 16 2 7 7 7 5 37 2 16 32 159

Seen all year. The highest count was 15 at Al Hair 21 September 2000.

10



35. Hamerkop- Scopus umbrett#Resident breeder iSW

One, Abu Arish 30 December 1999, 4 in the Tihamah foothills on the way to Abha on 1 January 2000, 1 Abha
on 12 April 2001 and 3 E Ad Darb 13 April 2001.

36.Black Stork Ciconia nigrgRare winter visitor

3 Al Hair 28 January 1999, 1 Al Hair 26 November-1898anuary 2000, 1 Al Safi Dairy Farm 2 March 2000
and 2 adults at the dairy farm on 25 January 2001.

37.White Stork- Ciconia ciconigRare migrant in Central Province, winter visimiS\W

1 Wadi Mehdia, W Riyadh, 24 September 1999 and®@t a rubbish dump near Abu Arish-20 December
1999 were the only records.

38.Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellu®egular migrant and winter visitor, sorogersummey

9 1 3
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 2 2 1 1 9
40 23 22 16 16 117

Highest count was 100+ at Malaki Dam backwaters 29 December 1999. In the Central Prowiere, stn
at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 2 March 2000. On my consecutive visits to the dairy farm, about the same number of
birds were present. On 6 July 2000, 16 were still around and in January 2001 the total was 20.

39. Eurasian Spoonbil PlatalealeucorodiaCommon resident breeder in the Read Bea

According to Stagg, Birds of the Riyadh Region, second edition, it is a regular winter visitor to the Central
Province. | did not record any during my stay. Might ha@eome scarcer in recent years. Highest counts in
SW were 30+ at Malaki Dam backwaters 29 December 1999 and 25+ Jizan 22 July 2001.

40. Greater Flaminge Phoenicopterus roseySommon visitor, predominantly in winter, to all cogsts

100+ N Dammam 11 May 2001. Commonly recorded in July 2001 in SW.

11



41.Blackwinged Kite- Elanus caeruleu®are visitor to S\

1 adult NE Jizan 24 July 2001 was a memorable observation.

42.Black Kite- Milvus migrangRegular migrant and winter visitor in Central Province, very common breeder in W gnd SW

15 2 C C

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 4 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 15
20 8 28 1 1 1 1 1 5 66

Observed 16&eptemberl7 May in the central region. The highest numbers were seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm
with 23 individuals on 2 March 2000 and 19 on 25 January 2001.

43.Egyptian Vulture- Neophron percnopterugocalised resideit

24 24 C

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 2 6 7 5 1 1 24
3 6 9 17 10 2 1 48

Very common on Farasan Islands 31 December 1999. One juvenile at Wadi Juwa, in SW, 20 Alyp2(g1.
records are from Thumamabh, with a maximum of 5 there on 9 April 1999.

44, Griffon Vulture - Gyps fulvusgStatus unclear in Central Province, regular i) SW

One observation from Thumamah; a single on 9 March 20@Wnone was at Al Kubah, close to the Yemeni
border on 30 December 1999. Another one was seen SW Abha 1 January 2000. In 2001, 4 were seen at Malaki
Dam on 19uly and at least 4 in the Bani Malik area on 23 aniuR4

45. Shorttoed SnakeEagle- Circaetus gallicugcarce passage migrant and winter vigitor

5 4 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 1 1 1 5
1 1 1 1 1 5

Singles seen at Thumamah 11 March 1999; 18 May 2@RNovember 2000 and 8 December 2000. In Wadi
Hanifah, W Riyadh, one was seen on 20 January 2000. South of Al Birk, 3 were recorded on the Tihamah on 28
December 1999.

12



46.WesternMarsh Harrier- Circus aeruginosuygsommon migrant and winter visitpr

49 7 3 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
7 11 8 4 1 5 5 4 4 49
19 20 22 4 1 20 7 5 13 111

Recorded between 9 September and 6 Malge SW record was of two individuals at Malaki Dam on 29
December 1999.

47.Hen Harrier - Circus cyaneuagranj

One juvenile at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 19 October 2000 and one adult female on the same site 2520&duary

48.Pallid Harrier- Circus macrourugommon passage migrant and winter visjtor

24 12 2 2
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 2 5 6 4 3 2 24
4 2 5 8 6 3 2 30
Recorded between Beptember and 14 April, about 35% were adult males.
49.Montagu's Harrier- Circus pygargugcarce but regular passage migjant
7 4 1 2
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 3 1 1 1 7
1 4 1 1 1 8

One off season record was of a female/immature bird at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 6 July 2000. The two winter
records from SW consisted of 1 pair, Malaki Dam 29 December 1999 and one adult male near Abu Arish, 30
December 1999.

50.Dark Chantingsoshawk- Melierax metabategLocally common resident on the Tihamah in)SW

One adult, S Al Birk on 28 December 1999 and 3 between Jizan and Al Birk, 22 July 2001.

51.Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabatuncommon resident in S\

The single record was of one adult in Wadi Juwa on 20 July 2001.

13



52.Northern Goshawk Accipitergentilis (Uncommon migrant and winter visitpr

3 2

A 3% calendaryear bird was seen at Thumamah on 5 November 1999. At Al Hair a pair was seen on 7 March
2000. The third observation was of a juvenile, again at Thumamah 5 October 2000.

53. Eurasian SparrowhawkAccipiter nisugCommon on passage and wintgsitor)

48 24 1 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
7 9 9 3 1 6 9 4 48
11 12 10 3 1 12 22 6 77

Recorded between 30 September and 14 Apfighest numbers were seen at Thumamah, e.g. 10+ on 5
November 1999.

54. Shikra- Accipiter badiugScarce resident in W

One breathtaking, beautiful juvenile, seen perched at close range at Bani Malik on 23 July 2001.
Unidentified Eurasian Sparrowhawk/Shikra

Two individuals in female/juvenile plumages were seen briefly at the Raydah escarpment, Abha, on 12 and 15
April 2001.

55.Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipeg/agrany

1 adult maleseen well, overhead at Thumamah on 27 October 2000. This species is not mentioned in Birds of

0KS wielRK wS3A2yd |1 26SOSNE Ay 5A01 C2NEYIFIYQa ¢KS wllL
to a record of an adult female, collected in Riygdbw at British Museum of Natural History, TrinGpuld this

be the same bird that Stagg refers to as a female Shikra that was collected at Riyadh on 18 October 1938 (also

held by BMNH, Tring)?

56. Common (Steppe) BuzzardButeo buteo vulpinugcarcenigrant and winter visitor

In 1999, Thumamah produced four records of this probably overlooked species. One adult, dark rufous morph,
9 April, another greyprown, buteo like individual on 16 April, 1 adult feed morph on SNovember and 1

juvenile foxred morph 910 December. East of Taif, Western Province, one-greyn individual was seen on

25 December 1999. Surprisingly no certain records in the following years.

14



57.Longlegged Buzzard Buteo rufinugScarce residenRegular migrant and winter visitor

35 22 1 7
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
5 5 6 4 2 3 4 4 2 35
8 7 8 6 3 4 6 4 3 49
Recorded between 2 September and 26 Mayndividuals of the browablackish morph were noted.
Unidentified Steppe/Longegged Buzzard
One blackish adult was seen at Thumamah on 29 April 1999.
58. Greater Spotted EagleAquila clanggRegular winter visitor in central Saudi Arabia, scarcerand=SVy
32 3 1 1
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
8 7 5 3 3 6 32
20 9 11 4 9 9 62

Recorded between 14 October and 29 MarGme individual at Dammam 26 February 1999 and 1 immature
Malaki Dam 29 December 1999 were the only sightings outside the Central Province.

59. Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensigCommon winter visitgr

45 26 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
11 8 5 1 1 7 8 4 45
29 27 8 1 2 36 50 16 169

Recorded between 28 September and 19 Apgdkgest congregation was 27 Al Hair 20 November 1999. One,
possibly injured bird, at Thumamah on 19 April 2001, had big white symmetrical patches of downy feathers on
shoulders.

Unidentified Steppe/Greater Spotted Eagle

Two at Al Hair 17 December 1998

60. Tawny Eagle Aquila rapaxScarce, resident in YW

Two records. 1 adult Wadi Juwa 20 July 2001 and 1 adult Bani Malik 24 July 2001.
Unidentified Steppe/Tawny Eagle

1 Abu Arish 30 December 1999

15



61.Eastern Imperial EagleAquila heliacaRregular winter visitgr

38 25

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
10 9 6 4 6 3 38
31 18 6 4 10 14 83

Recorded between 14 October and 25 Mars#8 individuals present at Thumamah each winter, e.g. 7
immatures + 1 adult on 10 December 1999. Singles also recorded at Al Hair and Al Safi Dairy Farm.

62.Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatugscarce passage migrant

9 6 2
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
5 2 1 1 9
5 2 1 2 10

Out of 10 recorded individuals in the Central Province, 5 belonged to the pale morph, 4 were dark and one was
of intermediate morph. Seven sprimgcords were made between 4 March and 14 April, whilst the only two
autumn records were on 30 September and 8 October (2 individuals), both in 1999.

63. Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciataRare resident

One juvenile in WadWVlehdia, in the western outskirts of Riyadh, on September 24 1999, was the only record.

64. WesternOsprey- Pandion haliaetugReguar migrant and winter visitor.dcally common breeder in coastal argas

13 1 C

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 4 2 1 3 13
1 1 2 1 2 7

One overwintered at the Al Hair Dam, and was seen between 31 December 1998 and 18 March 1999. A
second bird, on passage in early spring, showed at Wadi Hanifah idarth. Other records in the Central

Province were: 1 Al Hair Dam 21 October and 1 W Riyadh on 17 December. In SW it was common on Farasan
Islands 31 December 1999 and 1 January 2000. In the following winter, one individual was seen three times in
the Al Hir area from 7 December 2000 to 23 February 2001. The only record in E was 1 at Ras Tanuraon 11
May 2001. Finally, 4 were seen along the coast at Jizan and Al EigkJl8y 2001.
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65.Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanniRather scarce but regulanigrant)

10 5

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 3 2 1 2 1 10
1 3 2 1 3 1 11

Recorded between 11 February and 9 April in spring, and between 28 September and 12 November in autumn.
Only singles seen with the exception of one pair at Thumamah, 8 October 1999. 55 % were adult males. None
recorded in 2001.

66.Common Kestre} Falco tinnunculuga resident breeder, common migrant and winter visjtor

65 38 2 1 10

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
11 10 7 8 5 2 6 6 10 65
22 19 19 11 8 3 12 10 16 120

Several observations during breeding season at Thumamabh, in suitable nesting habitat, were made.
Unidentified Lesser/Common Kestrel

Eight more individuals, seen in the Riyadh area, were not identified to species. A distant observation of more
than 20 individuals, seen at a large farm, south of Al Hair on 21 October 1999, was perchance most Lesser
Kestrels.

67.Merlin - Falco columbarisi(Rare visitoy

Three records. Onfemaleimm. at Al Hair 26 November 1999, one adult male Mansouriyah 7 December 2000
and onefemale imm. on 25 January 2001 at Al Safi Dairy Farm.

68. Eurasian Hobby Falco subbute(scarcepassage migrait

4 3 1

Three records at Thumamah; one individual on 1 October 1999, another one on 28 October 1999 and 1 on 24
March 20001In the Eastern Province 1 adult was seen in the Hofuf area on 12 October 2000. The very last
noteworthy bird observation | made in the Kingdom, was an adult Eurasian Hobby, passing over my balcony in
the Diplomatic Quarter, on 14 September 2001.

69. SootyFalcon- Falco concoloreeds on islands in the Red Sea and the)Gulf

A definite inclusion on my Saudi té@n most memorable observation list is the adult Sooty Falcon, flying
overhead at close range in the fishing harbo@idizan, in the early morning of 21 July 2001.
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70.Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicugscarce resident, declining due to falconry

One adult was found sitting on the main road inside the Thumamah estate, in the early morning of 25 March
1999. It had a very strangeoking strip of cloth attached to one of the legs. Evidently an escaped bird. It had
great difficulties in flying becaus# this extra weight, as it struggled its way out in the dessert. In SW one
adult (no strings attached) was seen N Jizan on 22 July 2001.

71.Saker FalconFalco cherrugrare migrant and winter visitpr

One adult, sittingon a pile of sand, Thumamah 11 November 2000, was the sole record of this popular falcon.

After a while it took off, and flew past me, headed north into the barren region. It showed no real evidence of
0SAY3 t+y SaO0ILIS:E o0dzi Llo@offindiig’ dgetivine raigziin cénitadl Saudiiabiais A | St A K
much less these days. A heavy, large falcon crossing the road in front of my car at Thumamah, 27 January 2000

was most likely this species.

72.Peregrine FalconFalco peregrinu@are migrant anevinter visitor)

In SW, one adult was seen at Malaki Dam, 29 December 1999. One juvenile spent some time, watching and
distressing waders, at Al Safi Dairy Farm, 19 October 2000.

73.Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoideScarce resident)

Only three sightings, all at Thumamah. 1 ad 7 January 1999, 1 ad 18 May 2000, drinking at the Central Pivot,
and another adult 8 December 2000.

Unidentified Peregrine/Barbary/Lanner Falcon

1 Al Hair, 20November 1998, 1 Thumamah, 22 October1999, 1 Wadi Howtah, 1 February 2001 and 1 Abha, 12
April 2001

74.Water Rail- Rallus aquaticugscarce breeder and winter visitor in Eastern Proyince

One heard, Dammam, 26 February 1988the Hofuf Marshes, a probable breeding site, 5 were heard on 12
October 2000 and one on 10 May 2001.
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75.Spotted Crake Porzana porzangegular migrant and a possible breeder at Al Hair

Only one single record, andividual seen along the Riyadh watercourse, Al Hair, on 8 April 1999. | have spent
many hours in suitable habitats, during migration peak time and | have spent fruitless nights in efforts to hear
this species. It may not be well established as a bredaldr| had expected it to be more regular during

migration than | found it to be. Maybe the frequent reedrnings in Al Hair area have played a negative role

for this species.

76. Little Crake- Porzana parvaRare migrant and winter visitpr

One juvenile at old Dairy Farm, Thumamah 12 November 1999. This very obliging bird allowed careful study for
a lengthy time, while feeding in a mymbol.

Baillon's Crake Porzana pusill@vagrany

One flushed bird, believed to be thépecies, gave only a brief view, before hiding in vegetation, at a small
pond E of Abu Arish in SW, 30 December 1999.

77.CommonMoorhen - Gallinula chloropugCommon resident, passage migrant and winter vigitor

C C X X

Very commorall year where there is permanent water with some vegetation. Seen in 100+, e.g. Al Safi Dairy
Farm, 25 January 2001.

78.Eurasian Coot Fulica atra(A scarce resident and common winter visjtor

C 1 4

Common, especially in wintein Al Hair area. One record from Thumamah, at the old Dairy Farm, 12
November 1999.

79.Demoiselle Crane Grusvirgo (Passage migrant in W and NW Saudi Ajabia

It is a well known fact that, on their migration, Demoisél@nes passes right over the city of Jeddah. In

spring, the main movements take place in the second half of March. On-dawwisit to Jeddah, 223 March

2001, | saw approximately 1400 Demoiselle Cranes. | spent the first day cruising up and dowautifalbe

Cornice Road. At #.p.m. | spotted the first flocks coming in from the Red Sea, heading NE. A total of 800 birds
in 5 flocks. The following day, | counted 600 more passing the Jeddah airport (!), while | was waiting for my
flight back to Riyadh.
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80. Eurasian OystercatcherHaematopus ostralegu&egular winter visitor in coastal areas, some oversuymer

In SW at least 15 were seen on 22 July 2001, along the coast between Jizan and Al Birk. During winter, not very
numerous but seen in numbers up to 30. In Eastern Province 10+ were still around 11 May 2001.

81.Blackwinged Stilt- Himantopus himantopugommon resident and migrant

28 2 4 1 3
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
4 4 5 3 1 2 1 1 3 3 1 28
305 105 307 173 3 900 16 1 206 22 5 2043

One of the most encountered waders in Central Province. Al Safi Dairy Farm held the largest congregation of
this species. More than 900 individuals were counted on 6 July 2@@dpximately 100 were juveniles.

82.Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosett@are migrant

Only seen in SW. At least 75 at Malaki Dam Lake on 29 December 1999.

83.Crabplover - Dromas ardeoldLocally common breeder in SW amdegular visitor to Eastern Provifce

Seen in good numbers, &D in a day, both winter and summer in SW. Especially J&bBirk area and the
Farasan Island.

84.EurasianStonecurlew - Burhinus oedicnemuScarce migrant

Two records from Thumamah; singles on 28 October 1999 and 24 March 2000. One unexpected observation,
to say the least, was of one (exhausted) individual that | saw in the Cave Park at King Faisal Specialist Hospital
duringnoontime, on 13 March 2001. East of Jeddah one was seen on 23 March 2001. An off season record was
2 at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 6 July 2000. The fact that one was a juvenile makes it really interesting, and suggests
breeding, at least nearby.

85. Creamcolored Courser Cursorius cursgt/ncommon resideny

Three records, in different remote areas of the Thumamah Estate. Four adults on 21 May 1999 and 16 July
1999. One adult with 2 pulli were seen on 4 May 2001.
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86. CollaredPratincole- Glareola pratincol@regular passage migrant

12 7 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 3 1 4 1 12
6 4 2 35 1 48

Migrants recorded between 1 Aprill7 May and again 7 Septembe27 October. Highest count was 20
outside Al Kharg on 13 September 2001. One summer record; at Al Safi Dairy Farm, where 2 were seen on 6
July 2000.

On 28 April 2000 | saw 3 individualsThiumamah. Two of these, totally lacked the white trailing edge to

wings. They also appeared darker above and seemed to have black underwing coverts. For a moment | thought
they were Blackvinged Pratincoles. Luckily, they were extremely tame, allowingangeet within 5 metres,

and only moved short distances when | came too close. Being this close, | could see a suffusimayimed

on underwing and the length of the tail also supported that they were Collared. From longer distances,

abraded individualsKe this may very well be misidentified as Bladkged Pratincoles, which | believe, is a

really rare visitor to central Saudi Arabia.

87.Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubiugairly common resident and winter visijor

27 3

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 3 6 3 5 1 1 2 3 1 27
5 10 22 6 15 6 15 21 5 10 115

Seen in variable numbers most of year. Highest count on migration was 20 at Thumamabh, 2 September 1999.

88.Common Ringed PloverCharadrius hiaticul&Common migrant

7 1 2 1 2
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 1 1 1 1 7
6 50 30 1 20 1 108

Recorded between 23 Februarg April in spring and 2 Septembet9 October in autumn. One winter record,;
1 at Al Hair 7 December 2000. In SW one was seen in Jizan on 21 July 2001.

In Riyadh area only singles seen, however Al Safi Dairy Farm hosted higher numbers, e.g. 50+ on 2 March 2000.

89.Kentish Plover Charadriusalexandrinis (Common migrant and resident on all coasts and also inland in small numbers

5 8 1 5
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 2 1 5
10 50 21 50 131

One individual at Ilb Dam, NW Riyadh on 30 April 1999, was the only record in Central Province, besides Al Safi
Dairy Farm, where 180+ were counted on each visit. Several pulli also seen on 6 July 2000.
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90. Lesser Sand PloveiCharadrius mongolu€omma migrant and winter visitor to coastal ardas

Only seen in Eastern Province, with highest number 50+ on 11 May 2001.

91. Greater Sand PloverCharadrius leschenaultitommon migrant and winter visitor to coastal argas

Less numerous than Lesser Sand Plover, seen in numid€ratthe coastsOne, of the colombinus race, was
present at Thumamah on 28 April 2000.

92.Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticu®egular passage migrant in variahlenbers

A flock was present for about a week in the big central pivot field at Thumamah. On 9 Marchl 2000ted
11 individuals, and by 15 March, the number had increased to 16. About 50% were males.

93. Pacific GolderPlover- Pluvialis fulvgregular migrant and winter visitpr

One individual seen outside Dammam 6 April 1999, 2 found on Farasan Island 31 December 1999, and at Al
Safi Dairy Farm two were present on 6 April 2000.

They wereall in winter/nonbreeding plumage.

94. Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarol@ommon migrant and winter visitpr

Commonly found at the coasts, with numbers around300recorded in a day.

95. Northern Lapwing Vanellusvanellus(Regular winter visitgr

10 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
5 1 1 1 2 10

136 6 1 7 28 78

Recorded between 19 October and 8 February, normally in numbers up koRfever, at Al Safi Dairy farm |
counted at least 111 individuals on 25 January 2001, which is probably the largest congregation ever recorded
in the Central Province.
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96. Spurwinged Lapwing Vanellus spinosuScarce resident)

7 1
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7
87 75 5 18 28 10 84 307

On my first visit to Al Safi Dairy Farm, 24 February 2000, | counted at least AbiSgen Plovers. On my
consecutive visits,found that plovers probably are present all year. On 6 July 2000, | could verify that

breeding also takes place, when | saw 2 pulli, about 2 weeks old. Highest numbers was seen in January 2001,
when 87 were present. In the vicinity of the other huge d&nyn at Al Kharg, Al Marai, 10 were seen on 13
September 2001. In Western Province, E of Jeddah, 3 were recorded on 23 March 2001.

97.Redwattled Lapwing- Vanellus indicug/agran)

One individual wintered at Thumamabh. It was seen between 5 November 1999 and 17 February 2000. From 27
January and onwards it was present at the old dairy farm. A second individual was seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm
on 25 January 2001.

98. White-tailed Lapwirg - Vanellus leucurugscarce migrant and winter visijor

In SW, two were seen at a small pond E of Abu Arish, 30 December 1999. As many as 15 adults were seen at Al
Safi Dairy Farm, 19 October 2000, and 1 adult seen isdhee locality on 25 January 2001.

99.Red Knot Calidris canutugv/agran)

One individual found, in almost complete breeding plumage, on 11 May 2001, NW of Dammam. There are few
records of this species in Saudi Arabia.

100.Sanderling- Calidris albgRegular migrant and winter visitor

Up to 10 seen in coastal areas. One winter record of 3 on 31 December 1999 at the Farasan Island.
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101.Little Stint- Calidris minutgVvery common migrarénd winter visitoy

27 10 6 2 4

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 2 7 7 1 1 2 1 2 2 27
95 15 150 330 43 1 1 30 50 6 5 726

One of the few wader species, commonly encountered in central Saudi Afajzim, the Al Safi Farm hosted
high numbers both in winter and during migration. On 6 April | counted at least 300 birds there.

102. Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckiiScarce migrant and winter visijor

6 1 1 1
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 1 1 1 6
3 1 1 1 6
Only singles recorded at inland sites e.g. Thumamah, Al Safi Dairy Farm and Al Hair.
103.Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferrugineg@ommon migrant and winter visitpr
8 3 4 3
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 5 8
6 6 12
| only recorded this species during spring in the Central Province. Numerous at coastal sites.
104.Dunlin - Calidris alpingCommon migrant and winter visitpr
9 1 7 4
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 1 1 3 1 1 9
2 1 1 1 4 3 1 13

Recorded only in small numbers away from the coast. Sekaridreds in E and SW Province during winter.

105.Broadbilled Sandpiper Limicola falcinellugscarce migrant and winter visijor

Three records; two at Dammam 26 February 1999, 1 S Jabgilil 1999 and 1 at Al Hair, 21 September 2000.
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106. Ruff- Philomachus pugnagommon migrant and winter visitpr

13 1 3
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 1 2 1 1 5 1 13
3000 150 1400 2300 1 2 22 500 7375

One of the birding highlights was to find the very high numbers of wintering Ruffs at the Al Safi Farm. Prior to
this, | had only seen few individuals in the Riyadh and Al Hair area. On my first visit to the Dairy Farm, 24
February 2000, | saw 150A we later, | counted at least 1400 and on 6 April 2000 there was a flock of at
least 2300 birds. During the following winter the number was even higher. On 25 January 2001, there were
more than 3000 Ruffs present!

107.Common Snipe Gallinago gallinag@Common migrant and winter visitpr

36 8 2 1 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
6 9 4 4 1 2 6 4 36
48 20 20 20 1 18 9 38 174

Another common species in Central Province. Recorded betw&apiember and 21 April. The highest count
during one day was 22 at Al Hair 18 January 2001.

108.Eurasian WoodcockScolopax rusticolgvagrany

One individual seen-20 December 1999 at the old, disused Dairy Farifhatmamah. From a very small

pond, with a few trees and minimal vegetation, | accidentally flushed this bird. With its long straight bill, warm
ONRGY dzLJISNIJI NIia FyR aoSttASRé o0602Reéx L Ayadalydte adzal
and Bnded near the fence that surrounds the farm. | approached it slowly, but was not able to see it well,

0STF2NB Al G221 2FF 3FLAyd L O02dzZ RyQld FAYR AG F3IFLAYS |
was still there. Once again | flushedrdm the small pond and it repeated its behaviour from the day before,

and landed exactly at the same spot, a couple of hundred meters away. When | tried to approach it again it

flew back into the farm, this time to a dried out sludge pool, with some tags. After a while | located it on

the ground and was finally able to see fully barred underpart and transversal bars on the head. This species is

y20i YSYUiA2ySR Ay 4a.ANRAE 2F (KS wAiédlRK wS3aAizyhée I YR (K

109.Blacktailed Godwit- Limosa limosaScarce migrant and winter visijor

One juvenile at Al Hair Dam on 21 October 199910 3 individuals were seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm on two
occasions in 2000, on 2 March and 19 October. Outside Dammam 2 was found 6 April 1999 and in SW one was
seen in the backwaters of Malaki Dam, 29 December 1999.
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110.Bartailed Godwit- Limosaapponica(Common migrant and winter visitor to coastal arpas

Common in Eastern Province during my visits in February, April and October, with numbers exceeding 50. Less
common in Mayln Southwest, only singles seen in December: In July it was common with approximately 30
recorded in a day.

111.Whimbrel - Numenius phaeopugommon migrant and winter visitor to coastal argas

4 4

Small numbers,-B individuals, recorded during winter and spring in Eastern Province. In SW it was common in
December 1999, where singles also were seen in July 2001.

112.Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquatgCommon migrant and winter visitor to coastakag

One individual, seen outside Al Marai Dairy, Al Kharg, on 13 September 2001, was the sole record in Central
Province. However, commonly recorded at all coasts.

113.Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropugRegular migranand winter visitoy

6 1 1 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 1 2 6
5 2 2 5 14

Small numbers seefThe first, a juvenile, was seen at Thumamah 22 October 1999. Up to four individuals were
seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm, 19 October 2008 January 2001. In Eastern Province, one was seen in Al Khobar
area on 10 May 2001. Recorded in summer in SW, whererd seen on 18 July 2001 outside Jizan.

114.Common RedshankTringa tdanus (Common migrant and winter visitpr

Single individuals seen in Central Province, at Al Safi Dairy Farm, 19 October 2000 and Al Hair on 18 January
2001. Numerous in coastal areas, also in summer.

115.Common GreenshankTringa nebularigRegular migrant and winter visitpr

6 3 2 4
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 1 1 1 6
2 1 1 1 1 6

Seen in all provinces in small numbers, not exceeding 5 individuals. One summer record on 21 July 2001 in SW.
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116.Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatiligRegular migrant and winter visitpr

6 2 2

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 2 1 1 6
2 1 2 1 3 9

Three individuals recorded at Al Safi Dairy Farm, 19 October 2000, otherwise most singles seen in Riyadh area.
Highest count in SW was 10 at Malaki Dam backwaterBe2@mber 1999.

117.Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropugCommon migrant and winter visitpr

70 14 2 1 2

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
8 13 12 6 1 1 2 6 7 7 7 70
26 39 42 17 1 5 20 50 22 14 21 257

The mostncountered wader species in Central Province. Highest count was 26 in Wadi Hanifah, W Riyadh on
24 September 1999.

118.Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareolgCommon migrant and winter visitpr

19 8 1 1 1

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 2 6 2 2 1 1 2 19
8 1 3 23 4 21 21 1 62 144

Another common but more random species. Largest congregation was 60+ at Mansouriyah, Riyadh River 7
December 2000.

119.Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereug€ommon migrant andinter visitor)

Very common at coasts, recorded in hundreds in a day. Two records from Central Province, one at llb Dam,
NW Riyadh on 13 May 1999 and 2 at Al Safi Dairy Farm on 6 April 2000.

120.Common Sandpiper ActitishypoleucogCommon migrant and winter visitpr

30 6 1 2 7

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 4 3 9 2 1 1 3 2 3 1 30
2 6 4 29 2 8 7 13 3 3 2 79

Highest count was 16 at Thumamah on 16 April 1999.
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121.RuddyTurnstone- Arenaria interpregScarce migrant and winter visijor

C Thumamah = W SW

One record of one individual in Riyadh area, 20 May 1999 at llb Dam. Common in SW, during a winter visit
1999.

122.Parasitic JaegerStercorarius parasiticug/incommon migrant and winter visitpr

FM

One adult was found lying on the water, seen from the ferry to Farasan Islands, 31 December 1999. It was
harassed by Yellodegged gulls before it took off.

123.Sooty Gulk Ichthyaetushemprichii(very common resident in W and $W

C Thumamah E W SW

Seen in large numbers all year, especially in the Jizan area.

124.White-eyed Gull- Ichthyaetus leucophthalmugvidespread resident in the Red $ea

Normally seen in numbers up to 40 in a day in SW. Fewer in winter.

125.Pallas's Gult Ichthyaetus ichthyaetucarce winter visitor to all coastal argas

C Thumamah = W

Two records. One adult Al Jubail, Easter Province, 25 February 1999.
In SW, outside Qunfidah, one adult was found on 27 December 1999.

126.Blackheaded Gull Chroicocephalus ridibund@gery common winter visitor to coastal ardas

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 1 1 1 2 7
1 3 1 2 2 11 20

In Riyadh area a flock of 10 were seen at Al Nakheel, 4 December 1998. Other records are from Al Hair and Al
Safi Dairy Farm, where it also was recorded in July.
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127.Slenderbilled Gull- Chroicocephalugenei(Common winter and summer visitor, scarce infand

C Thumamah = W SW

Seen in good humbers on my visits to Eastern and Western Provinces. Fewer in SW.

128.Leser BlackbackedGull- Larus fuscugscarce migrant and winter visifor

I have notes of single fuscus (Baltic Gull) in Damnizastern Province, 25 February 1999. In Jeddal2322
March 2001 and from Jizan 21 July 2001.

129.Heuglin'sGull - Larus(fuscusheuglini(Commonwinter visitor in coastairead

Steppe Gult Larus(fuscug barabensigCommonwinter visitor in coastal areas)

X X X

These are themost commonly seeof the largerwhite-headed gulls in winter. | have nietailed notes on
these gulls.

130.CaspianGull- Larus cachinnan&egular winter visitor)

1 X X X

Recorded in Eastern Province in February and October.
One juvenile seen at Al Safi Dairy Farm, 19 October 2000.

131.Gulkbilled Tern- Gelochelidomilotica (Mainly awinter visitor, present all year, possible breejier

3 2 4

Commonly seen along coasts most of the year.
132.Caspian TernHydroprognecaspia(Wwidespread breeder and a common winter visjtor

C Thumamah = W SW
| 6 2 5 |

Seen irgood numbers, with up to 30 in a day, in the Gulf and Red Sea.

N
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133.Greater Crested TernThalasseubergii (Locally common breeder, breeds on islands in the Gulf and southern Red Sea

Only three records. One adult seentside Al Jubail, Eastern Province, on 25 February 1999. One south of
Jizan, 18 July 2001 and at least three between Jizan and Al Birk, 22 July 2001.

134.Lesser Crested TewnThalasseubengalensigCommon breeder on islands in the Gulf and southern Sl

Scarce in winter. All my records are between April and October, when it is common.

135.Sandwich Tern ThalasseusandvicensigScarce winter visitor and migrant, breeding has occyrred

Surprisingly only one record, one individual outside Dhahran, 6 April 1999.

136.Common Tern Sterna hirundgSpring and autumn passage migrant

3 1?
L FFIAfSR (2 NBO2NR (KAa aLISOASa Ay wAélRK NBF® Ly LN
FYR WdzySé¢d ! LI NByife fSaa 02YY2y y26K a& NBO2NRA | NX

in December 1999 and March 2001. In S\Ve,dselieved to be this species, was seen on 22 July 2001.

137.White-cheeked Tern Sterna repress@reeding summer visitor to all coakts

The first one | saw was an adult moulting to winter plumage, on 13 October 2000, near the causeway to
Bahrain, Al Khobar. Most have left the region by September. On my next visit in May the following year, it was
common. A single observation of one indivéd in SW, Jizan 21 July 2001.

138.Bridled Tern- Onychoprioranaethetus(Locally common breeder on offshore islands in the Gulf and Red Sea

300+ offshore Ras Tanura, close to a small island on 11 May 2001. Given thatftet day before only a
single bird was seen in the Dhahran area, this was a nice surprise.

30



139.Little Tern- Sternulaalbifrons(Breeding summer visitor in Eastern Province, uncommon migrant

Seen once in Riyadh ares,the Ilb Dam 13 May 1999. Singles seen in Eastern Provintk W@y 2001. See
next species.

140.Saunders's TeraSternulasaundersiCommon breeder to all coasts, some are resijlent

Locally and seasonally very commerg. 300+ in a day, Al Khobar 13 October 206ahe Gulf, not

AdzZNLINA AAyIf &3 | aAIYAFAOIY(d ydzYoSNI 2F O0ANRAa Oly &aKz2g

hybrids.

141.Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridé&carce migrant and wintsisitor)

In Riyadh area, one moulting to wintplumage, 27 August 1999 and one adult winter, along Riyadh water
course, 28 September 2000. Outside Dammam a party of at least 7 were seen on 26 Feb 1999. Finally in
Jeddah aingle was seen on 22 Mar 2001.

142.White-winged Tern- Chlidonias leucopterugegular passage migrant and winter visjitor

One second summer, W Riyadh 25 Jun 1999. 15+ at Al Safi Dairy Farm, 19 Oct 2000 and 2+ ¢.40 km East
Jeddah, 23 Mar 2001

143.Brown Noddy- Anous stolidugsreeding summer visitor in southern Red Bea

At least 20 in a flock, perching and flying around a small floating lighthouse, approximately 15 km offshore
JizanSeen from the ferry between Jiz&arasan Islands, 31 Dec 1999 and also seen on the return the
following millennium, 1 Jan 2000! Very unexpected to find this maritime species during this time of year.

144.Lichtenstein's SandgrousePterocles lichtenstrii (Wide-spread but evasive, resident in W and SW

In the wadi leading to Malaki Dam at least 20 were seen 19 July 2001. The following day, two more were seen
in Wadi Juwa.
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145.Chestnutbellied Sandgrouse PteroclesexustusCommon resident, with the same distribution as previous spgcies

Small flocks seen early mornings or late afternoons flying to drinking places. Largest flock seen was 40+ on 28
Dec 1999. Much easier to find thinA OK G Sy aid SAy Qa o

146.Rock Dove Columba livig& Feral PigeonColumba livia domestig@very common residet

A A C C C

Genuine Rock Doves were frequently seen in good numbers in barren, mountainous areas.
Huge numbers of domestforms were seen in many places in Riyadh and Thumamah.

147.African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrixA scarce resident in SW highlapds

After much effort and a very long walk (no 4WD) down the Raydah escarpment, | finally féundididuals
on 31 Aug 2001.

148.Eurasian Collared DoveStreptopelia decaoct@bundant in central and eastern Saudi Arabia

A A A

Very common everywhere.

149. African Collared Dove Streptopelia roseogrise@ breeding summer visitor, wittxpandingV and SWiistribution)

In SW it is common in summer, with some remaining in winter. In Central Province, at Thumamah on 19 Apr
2001, | saw a sole dove coming to drink at a pool in the desert. It did not stay many seconds teéfides
identification, but from what | managet see, it looked like an African Collared.

150.Redeyed Dove- Streptopelia semitorquat@ ocal resident in southwest

| only found this species in the Bani Malik area. During three visits in July 2001, | counted 3@ayeach
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151.European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turturBreeding summer visitor and passage migyant

5 3
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 1 1 5
4 1 1 5

Surprisinglyfew records. Perhaps overlooked due to the vast numbers of doves everywhere! Seen only in: Al
Hair: one 13 May 1999; one 21 April 2000 and Thumamah: one 9 April 1999; two 21 April 2000; one 15
September 2000.

152.Dusky Turtle Dove Streptopelia lugeng ocal breeder in the highlands of southwest

Seen in Abha area, where it is not uncommon. On 12 April 2001, | found 3 NW Abha. Appears to be more
numerous in autumn. In the same area | counted 12 on 31 August 2001.

Oriental Turtle Dove- Streptopelia orientaligvagrany

During a visit to the Al Safi Dairy farm, 25 Jan 2001, | saw a dark, heavy built Turtle Dove, equal in size to
Collared that | immediately suspected to be an Oriental Turtle Dove. It did not allow approach, thus | could not
make a positive identification.

153.Laughing Dove SpilopelissenegalensigCommon to very common in most plages

C C C C

154.Namaqua Dove Oena capensigocally common in cultivated ardas

46 22 1 2 9

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
6 6 9 9 1 2 1 1 3 4 4 46
71 18 47 78 5 24 15 7 35 17 41 358

Recorded in good numbers in all provinces except for the Eastern, where only two were seen.

155.Bruce's Green PigeonTreron waaligLocal, resident in southwest)

Seen in Bani Malik area 23 July 2001, 39 individuals all togeth@utside Sahar Al Azem, in Abha region, |
found three individuals on 30 August 2001.
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156.Roseringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri{Common, mostly residerin larger citiey

*outside Riyadh

19* 2 1 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 5 2 2 1 1 4 1 2 19
10 10 6 25 1 5 31 7 6 101

This species is relatively common in Riyadh. Outside the capit&#ssisrequent and rather scarce in SW.
Highest count was 24 in the Al hair area on 21 April 2000.

157.Klaas's CuckoeChrysococcyx klad@Scarce breeding summer visitor to southwest

One juvenile seen outside Bani Malik, 2y 2001.

158.Common Cuckoe Cuculus canoruScarce migrant in Saudi Arapia

Seen only once in springs®birds at Thumamah 16 April 199%he same locality produced two more records
later in 1999, when a juvenile was seen 8 October and another one on 14 October. In Al Hair area one juvenile
was found on 9 September 1999.

159.White-browed Coucal Centropus supercilios@Besident in southast)

Five records in southwest: 1 Malaki Dam 29 Dec 1999, 1 Abu Arish area 30 Dec 1999, 3 Wadi Juwa 20 July
2001, 2 Bani Malik 23 July and 1 in the same area 24 July 2001

160.WesternBarn Owl- Tyto alba(Localised residept

1 1
{SSy 2y0S RdzZNAy3a RIFI@GAYS 2y wmp al NOK wnnn: 6KSY H
hgté I2NBS G ¢KdzYl YIF KD

161.Eurasan Scops Ow4 Otus scopgrare migrant

One individuafound dayroosting on 3 Feb 2000 at Thumamabh. It was seen again on 11 Feb and the last time
on 17 Feb, each time sitting on the same branch.
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162.Pharaoh Eagl®wl ¢ Buboascalaphugwidespread, resident and winter visitor, in northern and central regions

9 9

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 1 1 1 2 1 2 9
2 1 1 1 4 2 11

| only found this species at Thumamah. Most of my records are from an area, north of the estate, where they
breed.Unfortunately this is also a popular picnic place for Saudi families during-erek but it seems that

the owls are doing well. During migration time, | also found one owl inside the estate and one further out in
the northern desert. On 4 May 2001, ojwvenile was seen together with an adult in the breedarga. All

records, but one, refer to the race ascalaphus. One calling male, of the desertorum race, was seen well on 22
Jan 1999. This individual was very pale overall with only faint breast markidgmale responded, but was

never seen.

163.Hume's Ow} Strix butleri(Scarce resident in most regigns

Two heard calling in the evening at Wadi Howtah on 1 February 2001. In SW one bird was heard calling from
the valley WRaydah Escarpment, just after sunset, on 12 April 2001.

164.Plain Nightjar- Caprimulgus inornatu@ocal summer visitor and probably a breeder i)SW

One observation of a bird flushed and later seen on the ground, in aleading to Malaki Dam, 19 July 2001.

165.Montane Nightjar - Caprimulgus poliocephalusewly discovered resident in the higher altitudesSa¥/Saudi Arabig

Another memorable highlightn the evening of 12 April, 2001, Kurt Johansson and | were driving on the road

at the top of the Raydah Escarpment, almost 2800 m above see level. We made frequent stops to listen for the
call of Mountain Nightjar. We never managed to hear any callssbddienly | saw a nightjar lying on the road,

just a few metres in front of us. We could see it very well for a couple of minutes in the headlights of our car,
before it took off.

166.European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeuBegular passage migrant

One flushed c. 20 km SW of Thumamah on 29 April 1999. One in flight over the car park at Euromarché
Supermarket in Riyadh on 1 May 2000. The Al Hair area produced two records, singles on 11 May 2000 and 3
May 2001.

EgyptianNightjar - Caprimulgus aegyptiu®are passage migrant

One unidentified nightjar was seen briefly at dusk on 2 March 2001, some 310 km W of Riyadh. It gave a very
pale impression suggesting an Egyptian Nightjar, which also the early date indicates.
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167.Common Swift Apus apugRegular passage migrant

Three at Al Hair, 18 March 1999. At least 5 at Rawdhat Khuraym, 3 April 1999. In SW a winter record was made
in Jizan, 31 December 1999, witf2 Individuals seen. At least &) Thumamah, 31 March 2000.

168.Pallid Swift- Apus pallidugcommon passage migrant and breegder

32 15 2 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
4 4 8 8 4 1 1 2 32

133 64 169 156 70 1 1 9 603

Peculiar movement pattern. This species is common from late January to throughout May. Only one record in
June (22nd) and after that strangely not recorded again until November (5th).

169.Alpine Swift- Tachymarptisnelba (Regular passage migrant alodalised breedgr

12 12

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 3 2 5 12
6 4 4 16 30

Scattered observations of one up to five individuals, between 4 February and 26 fdagd May to be the
best month for this species. All records are from Thumamah.

170.Little Swift- Apus affinigResident in southwe}t

Seen in good numbers in e.g. Abha and Bani Malik

171.African Palm Swift Cypsiuruparvus(Common resident breeder in southwgst

10

Common in most lowland areas, the Tihamabh, also in towns and villages.

36



172.White-throated Kingfisher- Halcyon smyrnensigare winter visitor to the regign

11

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 11
2 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 11

Several observations along the Riyadh watercourse, from Riyadh to south of Al Hair, invdimjvaduals.

My observations suggest that one or two birds were present all year. The first | found in Wadi Hanifah, west of
DQ, Riyadh, on 2 April 1999. Later same year in the same area, | saWaaieritar year bird on 27 August

and again 16 September. In 200@eandividual was seen 10 February and 21 April at different locations in the
Al Hair area. Not far from Mansouriyah, one individual was found on 22 June, this was a new individual, based
on hill colouration, and was seen intermittently on this locatiotilut8 January 2001. The same day another
individual was seen much further south, close to Al Hair. This one was last seen on 3 May 2001. Maybe a
potential breeding species?

173.Greyheaded Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephal@ocally common in SW)

A good place for this species is the Bani Malik area, where | counted 15 individuals on 21 July 2001.

174.Collared Kingfisher Todiramphushloris(Localised resident in mangroves3kv)

Themangroves north of ABirk are the best place to see this beautiful bird. This area is loaded with small
crabs, which is reportedly the sole diet of the kingfisher. On 22 July 5 individuals were seen here and about ten
more heard.

175.Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthigpassage migrant and winter visifor

5
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 1 1 5
1 1 1 1 4

The first sighting was of one individual at a small dam Nakheel in Riyadh, 22 October 1998. The following
records were all from Al Hair area: One male 31 December 1998, one 11 February 1999 and probably the same
again on 18. In Mansouriyah one individual was found on 15 March 2001.

176.Pied Kingfisher Cerye rudis(vagrantor rare winter visitor in E)

As many as six Pied Kingfishers were found on 25 February 1999, outside Al Jubail in Eastern Province. Another
unexpected record was of one stationary female at the old, disused Dairy farm, Thumamah. It was-82en 14
October 1999. Seems like there wasiaftux of Pied Kingfishers into Arabia this year.
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177.White-throated Beeeater - Merops albicolligLocally common summer visifor

Good numbers seen in July and August mainly in Jizan, Bani Malik and Abha area.

178.GreenBeeeater - Merops orientaligCommon resident)

C C 1 1 7
Recorded in high numbers throughout the region

179.Bluecheeked Beeeater - Merops persicugCommon passage migrgnt

23 12

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 3 2 1 1 6 3 5 23
13 15 24 1 50 111 61 67 342

Spring migration commence in March (earIie‘gb and continues to May. An interesting record was of one
adult bird on 22 June 2000 in Al Hair area. Autumgration starts in Agust and continues to November,

latest 16".

180.European Beeater - Merops apiaste(Common passage migrant

22 11 4 4

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 10 1 2 5 1 22
52 403 10 65 125 1 656

Similar movement pattern as previous species, but fewer records in late autumn. More pronounced peaks in
April and September. Earliest spring record was 18 March and the latest in autumn was 27 October.

181.European Roller Coracias garruils (Passage migraht

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 1 1 2 7
5 1 1 7 14

Seen both in spring and autumn on migration at Al Hair, Thumamah and Bla8gfFarm. Highest number in
one day was 6 at Thumamah on 2 September 1999.
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182.Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinic@Sommon resident in souttves)

Recorded on all visits to the Tihanktighest count in one day was 10+ in Wadi Juwa area on 20 July 2001.

183.Indian Roller- Coracias benghalensigagran)

One adult spent most of winter 1999/2000 at Thumamah. | discovered the bird on 8 October 1999.nertmy
visit 14 October, it was still present. After this it moved around a bit and was also seen by the staff at the
Research Centre, | was told later. Next time | saw it was on 27 January 2000, when it had returned to the
original site. Here it stayed pto at least 17 February, when | séwor the last time. This was the second
record in Central Province according to Stagg, first was at Mansouriyah in 1989.

184.Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epopgCommon migrant and scarce resident breeder

35 19 6

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 8 12 4 1 1 5 1 1 1 35
2 15 41 12 4 1 42 4 1 1 123

At least 25 in the Al Hair area on 9 September 1999, was the highest total for one day.

185. African Grey Hornbilt Tockushasutus(Resident in the southwejst

Up to fifteen seen in one day in the Bani Malik area, e.g. on 24 July 2001.

186.Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquillaRegular passage migrant

Four records o$ingle birds. The first was at Thumamah on 16 April 1999, next at Al Hair 21 September 2000. A
winter-record near Mansouriyah on 18 January 2001 was unexpected. Finally, at Rawdhat Khuraym, a bird was
seen 5 April 2001.

187.Arabian Woodpecker Dendrocope dorae(A resident endemic to western Arabia

Three sightings, two in the Abha region: One female 2 January 2000 and one in flight 15 April 2001. One was
found at Bani Malik on 24 July 2001.
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188.Singing Bush LarkMirafra cantillans(Summer visitor to the extreme southwgst

During a stop outside a farm, south of Jizan on 18 July 2001, Kurt Johansson and | noticed a trilling song we
could not identify. We spotted an untiring bird in a strarsgmgflight close by. This was enough for us to
immediately identify it as a Singing Bush Lark. We soon found two more individuals on the ground. They were
all very cooperative and allowed very good views.

189.Blackcrowned Sparrowlark - Eremopterix nigceps(Breeding summer visitor i6 Saudi Arabia, resident elsewhgre

8 7 2 1 6

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
4 3 1 8
15 7 3 25

Apart from for Thumamabh, | only saw tlsigecies at Rawdhat Khuraym; 4 males and 2 females on 5 April 2001.
In SW 15+ were seen south of Jizan 18 July 2001.

190.Dunn's Lark Eremalauda dunni_ocalised breedgr

5 5
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 2 1 1 5
1 7 1 1 10

Found in the more barren parts of the desert at Thumamah. Only singles seen, except on 21 May 1999, when |
counted 6 individuals.

191.Bartailed Lark- Ammomanes cinctur@.ocally common, mainkgsident)

6 6 1
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 2 1 1 1 6
12 4 1 3 1 1

All my sightings in central Saudi are from Thumamah area. A flock of 12 there on 14 January 1889, was
highest count of this probably, easily oMepked species. The Eastern Province record was of one individual in
the desert, about 250 km E of Riyadh.

192.Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti’ery common resident in rocky ardas

41 24 1 4

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
6 6 5 6 5 1 1 1 2 1 5 2 41
50 30 31 42 37 4 2 1 11 3 25 7 243

Can be found in good numbers in most suitable areas. More than 20 individuals found at some sites.

40



193.Greater Hoopoelark- Alaemon alaudipe&Rather common resident)

15 11 1 2 3

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
3 1 1 1 3 2 1 3 15
16 1 3 2 18 2 2 3 a7

Thumamah is a good site for finding this species. On 21 May 1999, 13 were recorded in a sandy desert area
with low scrub.

194.Thickbilled Lark- Ramphocoris clotbegscarce winter visitgr

On top of the Buwayb Escarpme(tihe eastern boundary of Thumamah Estate) a flock of 10 was found on 1
January 1999.

195.Redcapped Lark Calandrella cinere@esident in southweyt

At least 10 individuals were seen in a loose flock at a stony plateafiAlha on 14 April 2001.

196.Greater Shorttoed Lark- Calandrella brachydactylkg@assage migrant, occasional bregder

12 9
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
4 1 6 1 12
237 10 61 50 358

| only had one day with really high numbers, 24 March 2000, when more than 200 Greatetogddrarks
were present at Thumamabh. Otherwismly moderate numbers of-50 birds.

197.Lesser Shortoed Lark- Calandrella rufescenBassagenigrant and breeding summer visijor

26 22 3

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 3 7 6 5 1 1 1 1 26
1 23 54 37 18 1 5 1 1 141

Increasingly common, especially at Thumamah, where it almost certaiedgs in the vicinity of the Big Pivot
Field. Highest number at Thumamah was 30+ on 8 March 2001. Also Al Safi Dairy Farm hosted significant
numbers during migration, e.g. 20 individuals on 6 April 2001

41



198.Crested Lark Galerida cristatgAbundant esident)

A A A A A

Common everywhere.

199.0riental Skylark Alauda gulgulgvagrany

On 1 October 1999, during one of my visits to the Thumamah Estate)d #olark that immediately dremy
attention, while scrutinizing a big pivatigated field, close to The King Khalid Wildlife Research Centre. The
bird was seen well in good light for about one hour, mostly through a spotting scope with 30x magnification, at
a distance of 225 meters It looked very relaxed and was foraging constantly, partly concealed in low alfalfa
together with 3 Shortoed Larks, Calandrella brachydactyla, allowing careful comparison of size and bill
structure. After a couple of minutes the party suddenly flew ppssibly due to an approaching raptor, which |
was too busy to try to locate. They landed again, however, only 20 meters away. During this short flight, |

heard the lark call twice. ltwas abuzzing:@hizo AT ¢ ® ! § (GKS al YS white¥dlingt y20GA 0SSR

edge to the wing. This finally convinced me that | was looking at an Oriental Skylark. Possibly a first for Riyadh
area. On 8 December 2000, | briefly saw a lark that | believe also was an Oriental Skylark.

200.Eurasian SkylarkAlaudaarvensigRare winter visitor

5 5
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 1 1 5
17 5 5 6 33

Five observations, all at the Big Pivot Field, Thumamah. A flock of 16Jam@ary 2000 with 5 remaining on 3
February. In the following winter 5 individuals were found on 16 November, by 8 December 2000 they had
increased to 6. One of these birds remained until at least 12 January 2001.

201.Temminck's Lark Eremophila biloph&Rare winter visitor and occasional breejier

3 3
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2 1 3
5 11 16

Three records on top of the Buwayb Escarpment: 10 adults + 1 juvenile on 21 May 1999. 2 adults on 11
February 2000. 3 adults on 8 February 2001
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202.Sand Martin- Riparia ripariaCommon passage migrant

36 20 1 1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
6 8 7 2 7 5 1 36
27 99 400 4 300 170 2 1002

Earliest spring record was 2 March and latest 23 June. Autumn passage was in September (earliest 7th)
through October (latest 28. One Decemberecord; 2 individuals at Al Hair 18 December 1998.

203.Pale CragVartin - Ptyonoprognebsoleta(Common resident

42 19 1 4
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
5 4 2 7 2 1 2 3 10 6 42
C C C C C C C C C C C
Common in most areas. | did not make detailed count for this species, since it is so numerous.
204.Eurasian Crag MartinPtyonoprogneupestris(Regular passage migrant
20 12
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
1 9 6 1 2 1 20
1 221 47 10 40 60 379

In spring, the earliest record was of a single bird on 19 February and the latest 18 May. The highest count was
70 at Thumamah 31 March 2000. Autumn passage was less pronounced, reontgedfew days between 27
October and 5 November, even though in significant numbers.

205.Barn Swallow Hirundo rusticgCommon passage migrant and winter visjtor

56 22 4 9

Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
7 8 7 6 4 2 1 1 9 6 4 1 56
21 58 200 300 200 57 5 30 200 200 28 2 1301

Most numerous from MarchMay in spring and Septemb&yctober in autumn. At a small bridge, in the Al Hair
area, more than 50 were seen including juveniles on 22 June 2000. At 8adi Blairy Farm, a potential

breeding site, 5 birds were seen on 6 July 2000.
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